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Welcome to Nottingham Friends of the Earth. We are one of around 250 local Friends of the Earth groups campaigning for a better environment locally as well as nationally and internationally. Friends of the Earth has a reputation for effective campaigns backed up by authoritative research.

Airport keeps thousands awake

Earlier this year East Midlands Airport renamed itself Nottingham EMA. Local residents, together with Friends of the Earth, decided to call it something more appropriate – Keep You Awake Airport.
Dressed in night attire, they attracted media from around the region including TV, as they unveiled their new name in front of the airport entrance.
People in the surrounding area have long suffered from night flights because EMA has 24 hour flying with no restrictions. Noisy freight aircraft have been expanding their operations to take advantage, particularly at night. Now new landing and take-off routes mean that many more people in the East Midlands will be affected.
Peggy Beddoe from PAIN (People Against Intrusive Noise, based in Kegworth) told the Derby Evening Telegraph “it’s absolutely terrible at night, sometimes the whole house vibrates.”
Friends of the Earth’s East Midlands Campaigns Coordinator, Callie Lister (wearing dressing gown and slippers) said “Thousands of people are denied the right to a decent night’s sleep. Further expansion could mean up to 126,000 people across the region suffer aircraft noise through the night. These flights should be banned.”
People were encouraged to write to their MEPs to support a Europe-wide ban on night flying. This could be taken up again after the European elections.
For more information see www.keepyouawakeairport.co.uk
Nigel Lee

Want to recycle something, but don’t know how?
There are now lots of excellent websites, which will point you in the right direction.  Some are listed below.  Many have links to yet more useful sites.
http://www.wastewatch.org.uk/  (promoting action on waste reduction, reuse and recycling)
http://www.wastepoint.co.uk/  (comprehensive reference for recycling points throughout the country)
http://www.envocare.co.uk/index.htm (information site: promotes care of the environment)
http://www.reuze.co.uk/home.shtml (“brings you the how, what and where of recycling in the United Kingdom” – covers lots of materials) 
http://uk2.multimap.com/clients/places.cgi?client=valpak (map showing recycling points for materials and location specified by you)
http://www.wastetraders.com/search.asp (links up organisations searching for materials with those needing to dispose of them) 
http://www.rabbittrecycling.co.uk/ (toners, phones, plastics, computers, batteries, paper, lightbulbs, etc) 
www.provision-it.co.uk  (computer equipment, etc) http://www.oxfam.org.uk/what_you_can_do/recycle/computers.htm (computers)
http://www.oxfam.org.uk/what_you_can_do/recycle/phones.htm (mobile phones)
http://www.brucemetals.co.uk/frameset.html (computers & electronics)
http://www.recoup.org/business/default.asp (plastics) 
http://www.reactivated.co.uk/ (use e.g. old CDs to make new products)
http://www.remploy.co.uk/html/business/units/e-cycle.htm (IT & household products)
http://www.oxfam.org.uk/what_you_can_do/shop/how_to_donate/index.htm (Clothes, books, bric-a-brac etc etc)
http://www.nottinghamcity.gov.uk/searchresults.asp?SearchText=recycling (City Council’s recycling info)
http://www.foe.co.uk/campaigns/waste/ (Campaign against waste with FOE)
Chris Cann

SAVE WATER - SAVE MONEY 
Switching to greener ways of living often means greater economy too. Whether the first aim is saving resources or pounds doesn't always matter. This was brought home at a local arts centre not long ago. 
Sherwood Depot Activity Centre (also called 'The Place') was opened in the former bus company staff building behind Sherwood depot. An independent operation, it's run by a voluntary team and a paid worker. From the start, the cost of services was a heavy drain. Heating and electrical improvements were made, then attention turned to water. Formerly used 24 hours a day, the building has washrooms to suit. The male urinals had an automatic sluice every 10 minutes, day and night - costing £19 a week in water! Systems are now available which ingeniously sluice only after a user has entered and left the room. They can be rented for several pounds a week or bought outright at high cost. Deciding on another option, the centre's volunteers designed their own system with standard industrial parts bought locally. By using water only when needed, the bill is cut to a few tens of pence weekly without loss of hygiene. The system has been in use for around two years, its cost recovered by the first few weeks' savings. The centre's team report the main problem now is taps left running - the multiplicity of sinks being some kind of record for a community arts centre... 
Jeremy Jago

WORLD ENVIRONMENT DAY  June 5th
Recycling Day of Action 
Back in March I met with about 40 other local campaigners from all over the country to attend a Friends of the Earth campaign planning day in Birmingham.  We were given a great deal of information about doorstep recycling rates across the UK and I was horrified to learn that we are near the bottom of the league in Europe and that Nottingham is seriously lagging behind other councils in this country.  The outcome of our debate and discussion was an adaptable campaign to ask residents to put pressure on their local council to adopt a best practice recycling scheme:
	a weekly collection of recyclables

on the same day of the week as residual waste  
collect a wide range of materials (5+)  
good customer care and information  
provide an easily storable container  
compliance with the Household Waste Recycling Act

As much as 80% of our household waste could be recycled or composted, but in the UK we recycle a meagre 12%.  Reducing, Reusing and Recycling saves raw materials, energy and natural habitats, and creates less pollution to land, air and water from landfill and incineration.
In a response to the national campaign, Nottingham Friends of the Earth held a ‘Recycling Day of Action’ in Market Square on 5th June to ask people to send their council a message in a bottle (a plastic bottle that could be recycled of course!) about bringing their doorstep recycling up to scratch.  The public was very interested and had strong feelings on this issue.  Several times, there were queues of people waiting to sign letters to their councils, or add their names to our petition on a big bottle. 
Most people in the City said they didn't receive any of the best practice services.  People in Gedling, Rushcliffe and Broxtowe are a bit happier with their recycling service. But almost everyone thought their Councils could do better. People in Sheltered Housing and blocks of flats thought they should get a communal service. 
BBC East Midlands filmed us. Nottingham FOE campaigner Rebecca Pleass told them that 90% of people want to do more recycling. She also told the press "Other Councils across the country are doing much better than Nottingham. We want the Council to collect glass, cans, plastics, textiles as well as paper and card. And they should be collecting kitchen waste as well as garden waste."
 We’ll keep you posted as to what the councils in Nottinghamshire said they are planning to do. 
Take Action!
To help put pressure on your local council to improve their doorstep recycling, please complete and send off the enclosed leaflet – thank you.
Useful websites for more information and ideas: 
www.recycle-more.co.uk
www.foe.co.uk/campaigns/waste/press_for_change/

World Environment Day is commemorated each year on 5 June as one of the principal vehicles through which the United Nations stimulates worldwide awareness of the environment and enhances political attention and action. 
The theme selected for 2004 is Wanted! Seas and Oceans – Dead or Alive?  Find out more and how you can play a part at  www.unep.org/wed/2004/ 
Bex Pleass and Nigel Lee

Help save Stanton Moor
This beautiful, tranquil and historically important Peak Park site in Derbyshire is under threat from quarrying. There is currently an application to re-open two dormant quarries (Endcliffe and Lees Cross) on the hillside below Stanton Moor. This covers some 12 hectares and would have a huge impact on the hillside with plans to quarry for the next 40 years. To protect the hillside, local residents and campaigners have been trying to encourage the Peak Park to use its powers under the 1995 Environment Act to the full, and request the Secretary of State for the Environment to "call in" the application for determination. 
Background to the campaign
·	Planning permission was given for the quarries just before the National Park was designated in 1952. 
·	The quarries were worked on a small scale in the 1950s, then abandoned and have reverted to nature. The site is now wooded and a few rock faces are used by climbers. 
·	The site is very visible from many viewpoints. 
·	Stancliffe Stone - which is owned by Marshalls - bought the old permission in the 1990s. They are now aggressively pursuing a reopening proposal. 
·	Stancliffe Stone are currently taking the National Park Authority to court to try to prove that the quarries should be classified as 'Active' which means they can work them immediately, rather than 'Dormant' which means that the Authority has to agree reopening conditions. 
Impacts of re-opening the quarries
·	Further degradation of the hillside and setting of the Nine Ladies stone circle and Stanton Moor. 
·	The old 1952 consent is wholly inappropriate today and runs contrary to Peak Park policies 
·	Danger of quarrying on a geological landslip. 
·	Threat to local water supply. 
·	Dangerous lorry traffic and access to and from the site. 
·	Decimation of wildlife habitats. 
·	Noise and dust pollution. 
·	Effects on visitors and tourism. 
Please take action to save Stanton Moor

Burning Hazardous Waste – You won’t be asked!

The Environment Agency is currently proposing to relax the legislation which directs the incineration of hazardous waste in cement/lime kilns. This will enable the cement industry to burn a broader range of toxic substances, including at Barnstone Cement kiln in Rushcliffe. 
.
The Environment Agency is also proposing to remove the need for public consultation, giving local people less say in what happens in their area.

PLEASE TAKE ACTION :
Email the Environment Agency - keith.brierley@environment-agency.gov.uk


Bike Week

June 12th – June 20th 2004.  
Bike Week is the UK's annual 'celebration of cycling'.
See http://www.pedals.org.uk/

Contacts

All phone numbers are Nottm (0115) or mobile.
Co-ordinator: 
Jeremy Jago (address as below)
Assistant Co-ordinator: 
Bex Pleass, 845 7120
Membership Officer: 
Wendy Johnson, 929 9672
Newsletter Editor: 
Chris Cann, 9559498
Website Editor: 
Nigel Lee, 9788059
Green Partnership: 
Richard Barlow, 987 5230

Campaigns:
Safer Chemicals: 
Bex Pleass (as above)
Real Food: 
Jill Gross 953 8843
Corporate Accountability: Simon Pacey 
Waste & Resources: 
Nigel Lee (as above)
Renewable Energy: 
Tom Crouch
Climate Change: 
John Carter 

For general information, please write with an SAE to Nottingham Friends of the Earth, c/o Sumac Centre, 245 Gladstone Street, Nottingham NG7 6HX.  
For information about joining the group, please mark the envelope “Membership”.  
Our website is http://nottfoe.gn.apc.org/

National Friends of the Earth is at 26-28 Underwood Street, London N1 7JQ (020 7490 1555), or email info@foe.co.uk

See national website www.foe.co.uk for easy online actions – or link from http://nottfoe.gn.apc.org/diary.htm.
We meet on the second Tuesday of the month at the Friends’ Meeting House, Clarendon Street,  Nottingham, between 7.30pm and 9.30pm.  Please come and join us.  You would be very welcome.


