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Welcome to Nottingham Friends of the Earth. We are one of around 250 
local Friends of the Earth groups campaigning for a better environment 
locally as well as nationally and internationally. Friends of the Earth has 

a reputation for effective campaigns backed up by authoritative research.  

 

 No Rest ‘til Retford 
 

 

INSIDE THIS ISSUE 
 

The Bee Cause ● The future of wind energy in 
the UK ● Woodborough Park Farm’s Wind 
Turbine ● Fracking in Nottinghamshire ● 
Nottingham pollution  

Anti–fracking activists, campaigning and protesting against fracking in 
North Nottinghamshire during 2014 
 
Clockwise, from above: Frack Free Notts and Frack Free South Yorks with 
the self-assembly drilling rig prop at a stall in Retford; Will Scarlet ascended 
the drilling rig at Daneshill; time to reflect after a demonstration: a personal 
message to IGas. 
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Nottingham Friends of the Earth have been 
one of many groups across the country that 
have helped to get the government to produce 
a National Pollinator Strategy. This is great 
news and we must now ensure action is taken 
locally, so Friends of the Earth is encouraging 
groups to organise bee summits. The aim of 
this is to create a local bee action plan, 
bringing together local councils, wildlife trusts 
and allotment groups to document how the 

area can work towards becoming Bee Friendly. 
Nottingham Friends of the Earth is looking to 
organise this at some point this year and will 
hopefully be working with Nottingham City 
Council’s parks and open spaces team, who 
are already working towards the Bee Friendly 
Nottingham campaign. 
 

Friends of the Earth is launching a ‘Wild 
Garden Weekend’ this spring, asking the public 
to open up their bee-friendly gardens for others 
see in the aim of inspiring people to create a 
safe haven for our buzzing friends and other 
wildlife. If you are interested in opening your 
garden, or would just like some more 
information, get in touch with 
Saminder.kharay@foe.co.uk or call on 0207 
566 1675.  
 
 

Greg Hewitt 

 
 

The Clean Bonanza 
 
Last December a new record was set for UK 
windpower when 7.315 gigawatts was 
produced by windfarms, powering about 43% 
of Britain's homes. Energy Institute and New 
Power Magazine, researching public attitudes, 
found that 61% of people would accept the 
presence of a wind turbine within five miles of 
their home. The only energy technology with 
more popular support was photovoltaic solar 
panels. This confounds some impressions in 
the media. Onshore wind power is the 
cheapest large-scale renewable. The wind 
power industry now employs 15,400 people, a 
70% rise in five years. Windfarms in 2013-4 
also generated £18 million in community 
benefits, contributed £6 million in business 
rates, and attracted over £2 billion of 
investment. 
 
Wind power has some striking facts of nature 
to utilise. Double the blade length of a turbine 
and the power increases by four times. If the 
wind speed doubles, the power in the wind 
increases eightfold. Modern turbine 
engineering harvests this energy with 
increasing finesse - as they turn, the blades 
are precisely adjusted in pitch for optimum  

 
 
 
extraction of power. The generated electricity 
is not only transformed in voltage for efficient 
transmission, but modern electronics allow its 
conversion from AC to DC and back on a large 
scale. This means that advancing battery and 
capacitor technology makes the still-futuristic 
ideal of energy storage by no means as remote 
as it once seemed. It’s estimated that by 2020 
about 40,000 wind turbines will be installed 
worldwide.  
 
Underlying all this is the fact that 40% of the 
EU's entire wind resources are available in 
British waters. About 20 km out to sea, due 
north of Sheringham, Norfolk, is the 
'Sheringham Shoal'. This offshore windfarm 
has 88 turbines, each 135 metres above sea 
level (Big Ben is 96 metres high). The total 
power is 317 megawatts, and it supplies 1.1 
terawatt hours annually, which is enough for 
220,000 homes - saving 475,200 tonnes of 
carbon dioxide in the process. The name Shoal 
is inspired by the 88 towers' diamond layout to 
minimise obstruction to shipping. The Great 
Wash in Norfolk has shallow seas and high 
winds - engineers not prone to exaggeration 
can be heard saying the area 'could be to wind 
energy what the Arabian Gulf is to oil'. On the 
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drawing board are turbines 200 metres high, 
generating 10 megawatts each.  
 
The world's largest offshore windfarm is the 
175-turbine London Array. But its record could 
well be broken on Dogger Bank, off the 
Yorkshire coast, by the same consortium 
behind Sheringham Shoal. Planning 
permission has just been granted for the 
Creyke Beck project - at 430 square miles the 
biggest in the world. With up to 400 turbines, 
80 miles out, it could harvest enough energy 
for nearly 2 million homes and fulfil 2.5% of 
UK's electricity needs.  
 
The Energy Secretary warned that ideological 
opposition to onshore turbines harms 
employment and raises power bills. The 

Communities Secretary has called in over fifty 
windfarm planning applications for his 
adjudication. Right now, no one is certain what 
may happen to wind energy subsidies after the 
general election. As the falling oil price 
dominates energy discussions, Bank of 
England is enquiring into the so-called 'carbon 
bubble' - the risk of economic crash if fossil fuel 
companies' assets become worthless. If the 
world meets its agreed target of a 2 degree 
global warming limit by cutting carbon 
emissions, the fact must be faced that about 
two-thirds of proven coal, oil and gas reserves 
cannot be burned. 
 
 

Jeremy Jago

 

Dawning of a new era  
Early winter’s morning mist makes wind turbines a photogenic scene. 
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Woodborough Park 
Farm Wind Turbine 
 
As we go to press, John & Cathy Charles- 
Jones, farmers in Woodborough, have 
resubmitted their planning application for the 
wind turbine at their farm – previously 
approved by Gedling Borough Council three 
years ago, and erected in early 2014. 
 
This follows the Appeal Court quashing the 
original planning permission decision, following 
a Judicial Review last year. 
 
To keep the turbine turning – and prevent it 
having to be taken down – we need as many 
letters of support as possible to be sent to 
Gedling Borough Council.  Cut-off date for 
comments is 10th March.  You need to state 
the planning reference number clearly in 
whatever correspondence you choose.  The 
planning reference number is 2011/0523. 
 
Please write to David Gray, Acting Principal 
Planning Officer, Gedling Borough Council, 
Civic Centre, Arnold, Nottingham, NG5 6LU. 
 
Alternatively, you can email on: 
P&EServiceSupport@Gedling.gov.uk 
 

 
 
 
 

Remember our headline last year? 
 
We need YOUR help to keep 
Woodborough’s turbine turning! 
 
 

Roger Steele 

  
 
 

Will they frack 
Nottinghamshire? 
 
Last year we reported that North 
Nottinghamshire had become a prime target 
for fracking. French oil company Total was 
bankrolling a consortium led by IGas to explore 
the potential for shale gas in North East 
Bassetlaw. This is part of the Gainsborough 
Trough which has deep shale gas layers 
covering large parts of South Yorkshire across 
North Notts and into Lincolnshire. 
 
Total was also bankrolling exploration around 
Laughton, between Gainsborough and 
Scunthorpe, by Egdon Resources (which is  
 

 
also part of the IGas consortium). Although 
Egdon has not made much progress on this 
(as far as we are aware), it now has another 
deal with Scottish Power to explore the 
potential for oil and gas in an area South of the 
M180 between Doncaster and Scunthorpe. 
 
Separately, an Australian company, Dart 
Energy, wanted to drill an exploratory borehole 
for coal bed methane at Daneshill, near 
Retford. Most of the Eastern half of Notts has 
coal layers at a suitable depth to extract 
methane. This would involve pumping up large 
quantities of contaminated water from the coal 
layers – containing heavy metals, radioactive 
isotopes, etc.  Hydraulic fracturing may also be 
required to get the methane out. 
 
During 2014, Dart drilled their borehole at 
Daneshill – provoking local opposition and a 



- 5 - 

protectors’ camp. We don’t yet know what, if 
anything, they found or if they have any plans 
to develop this site for production. However, 
Dart provoked a lot more opposition in 
Australia and also in Scotland. Dart was 
eventually taken over by IGas. 
 
IGas has now selected a site to drill for shale 
gas in North Notts – next to the small village of 
Misson between the River Idle and the 
Doncaster-Gainsborough railway line. It will be 
mid 2015 before a planning application is 
submitted. A local campaign is supported by 
Bassetlaw Against Fracking, Frack Free South 
Yorkshire and Frack Free Notts. A survey of 
local people found two thirds opposed to 
fracking, and similar numbers in nearby 
villages of Everton and Mattersey. A petition 
was submitted to Notts County Council in 
January. 
 
At this stage, IGas is only proposing to drill two 
exploratory boreholes to 3,000 metres down, 
one vertical and one horizontal. But they would 
eventually expect to have 4 to 10 well pads per 
hundred square miles (that is one every 3 or 4 
miles), and 8 to 12 wells per pad. The Misson 
site is next to a former MOD rocket testing 
range which is now a SSSI with rare insects, 
great crested newts, etc, and close to another 
couple of SSSIs which are important for 
migratory birds. It is also close to a 
groundwater source protection zone. 
 
It is worth noting that when Total promised 
£20m to pay for IGas to explore for shale gas 
in North Notts in January 2014, IGas shares 
rose from around 105p to a peak of 148p – but 
early in 2015 they had collapsed to around 
30p. At the same time Total also promised 
£13.47m for Egdon to explore for shale gas  
near Gainsborough. Egdon’s shares shot up 
from around 9p to 130p but a year later they 
were back down to 9p. Part of this is due to the 
fall in oil prices, but mainly it is due to a 
realisation that shale gas in the UK is not going 
to be the bonanza that some people thought. 
In the case of IGas it is also due to speculation 
that it may not be able to meet the cost of debt 
financing out of its depleted oil revenues. 
 
 
 

South Notts 
 
As well as the continuing battles in and around 
North Notts, there are also thick shale gas 
layers in the Widmerpool Trough around Long 
Eaton, roughly between Derby and Keyworth. 
Most of this area has not yet been licensed for 
oil and gas exploration. 
 
In 2014 the government offered up most of the 
UK for licensing, including the Widmerpool 
Trough area. Successful bids could be 
announced before or after the General 
Election. We can then expect a new round of 
local battles in the greenbelt between Derby 
and Long Eaton and between Ratcliffe-on-Soar 
and Keyworth. 
 
Conventional oil and gas 
 
IGas already operates a number of small 
conventional oil wells in the East Midlands 
including Beckingham, nr Gainsborough, and 
Rempstone and Long Clawson on the Notts-
Leics border. 
 
Egdon also has conventional oil interests, 
including a well at Eakring, central Notts. It 
plans to drill for conventional oil at Laughton, 
nr Gainsborough – near to where it could soon 
be drilling for shale gas. In 2014, Egdon also 
drilled for conventional oil at Burton-on-the-
Wolds, nr Loughborough, but claimed to have 
found nothing. 
 
An American shale oil company Hutton Energy 
recently bought into exploration licences 
between Radcliffe-on-Trent and Newark. It 
plans to drill for conventional oil at its Harlequin 
site, nr Upper Saxondale. And it hopes to frack 
for shale gas elsewhere in the UK when the 
new licences are announced. That provoked a 
large protest meeting in Radcliffe-on-Trent in 
January. 
 
For information on Frack Free Notts 
campaigns see: www.frackfreenotts.org.uk 
Current information on fracking can be found 
at: www.drillordrop.com 
Friends of the Earth has background briefings 
at: www.foe.co.uk/fracking 

 
Nigel Lee 
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Infrastructure Act – a Fracker’s Charter 
 

The Infrastructure Act is one of the most 
appalling pieces of legislation. Rushed through 
the House of Commons over Christmas it will 
make it easier to impose environmentally 
damaging developments against local 
opposition. It will increase climate emissions 
and help fracking companies like IGas to drill 
wherever they like. 
 
George Monbiot in the Guardian described the 
Infrastructure Bill as “like one of those US 
monstrosities into which a random collection of 
demands by corporate lobbyists are shoved, in 
the hope that no one notices.” 
 
Now it is an Act, amongst other things it: 

• undermines the Climate Change Act by 
requiring a government objective of 
‘maximising economic recovery of UK 
petroleum’ [which means oil and gas]; 

• abandons the commitment to make all new 
homes carbon neutral by 2016; 

• promotes more road building; 

• makes it more difficult to reintroduce 
species which have become extinct within 
the UK; 

• weakens local control over the planning 
system. 

 
But it is the support for fracking which is most 
controversial. It allows: 

• drilling or fracking for oil or gas underneath 
people’s land without their consent, or 

even their knowledge; 

• any infrastructure or substance to be left 
under the land; 

 
The Act does impose some restrictions on 
fracking, though these were weakened as it 
went through parliament. It defines hydraulic 
fracturing (of shale to search for or extract oil 
or gas) as involving injection of more than 
1,000 cubic metres of fluid at each stage or 
more than 10,000 cubic metres in total. 
 
It does prohibit fracking in ‘protected 
groundwater source areas’ and other 
‘protected areas’. But these protected areas 
are not defined in the Act – they will be 
whatever the Secretary of State says they are. 
And it does not prevent horizontal drilling under 
protected areas. Fracking is not allowed at less 
than 1,000 metres deep – unless the Secretary 
of State says that is OK. And the Secretary of 
State can grant consent even if all of the 
conditions required in the Act are not met. 
 
The Secretary of State has to produce 
Regulations filling in the details before the end 
of July 2015. In other words we won’t find out 
just how bad this will be until after the General 
Election. 
 

Nigel Lee 

 

 

Update Nottingham: public transport 
improvements 
 
Cities which suffer from excessive pollution 
such as Nottingham need more central 
government support to increase the use of low-
emission engine and hybrid buses, electric 
buses, trams, cars; and improved cycleways. 
Nottingham City Transport (NCT) is increasing 
their electric bus fleet slowly, with 60 ‘midi’ 
single decker electric vehicles expected to be 
in service by September 2015.  The main 
services which electric buses operate on are 
the park & ride and city centre Victoria-
Broadmarsh bus station routes. Charging 
points are being installed at a number of 
locations.  The Electric Bus Partnership is 

behind the scheme, and objectives include 
reduced emissions in Nottingham’s Air Quality 
Management Areas, and significantly reduced 
running costs. NCT & Notts County Council are 
interested in other emission – cutting ideas.  If 
funding is made available from the Office for 
Low Emission Vehicles (OLEV), new safe 
inexpensive retrofitting of 500 buses to LCEB 
(Low Carbon Emission Bus) standard could be 
rolled out, together with other emission cutting 
schemes, including electric and hybrid hackney 
carriages (vehicles which spend a long time 
parked idling, and frequent start-ups). 
 

Jonny Mason



- 7 - 

 

 

Cut the scandal of deaths from air pollution
 
During 2014, figures were released suggesting 
that air pollution due to particulates could be 
killing 29,000 people per year in the UK. A 
similar number could be killed by oxides of 
nitrogen. 
 
Most of this deadly pollution is caused by 
traffic. Nottingham and Leicester both have 
pollution levels above permitted levels, with a 
number of Air Quality Management Areas. The 
UK has recently been ordered by the European 
Court of Justice to take action to cut pollution 
levels. 
 
In July 2014, Nottinghamshire’s Director of 
Public Health reported to the Health and  
 
 
 
 
 

 
Wellbeing Board that air pollution is killing 150 
people in the City every year and a further 430 
in the County. Although a number of 
recommendations were made to promote 
walking and cycling, get people out of their 
cars, and clean up vehicle exhausts, much 
more needs to be done. 
 
Leicester Friends of the Earth has helped to 
form a Healthy Air Leicester campaign. On 28 
February 2015 they are launching a Healthy 
Air Manifesto by laying 250 flowers to 
represent the 250 people killed by air pollution 
in Leicester every year. 
 
Perhaps we should be following Leicester’s 
lead and launch a campaign in Nottingham. 

 
 

Nigel Lee 
 

Getting ready for a new day: one of NCT’s electric buses on charge at Broadmarsh bus station 
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AGM announcement 
 
Our next Annual General Meeting will be on Tuesday, 31st March 2015 (7.30pm, Friends 
Meeting House – see above for address) 
 
We look forward to seeing you there. 

Contacts 
 
Co-ordinator: Jeremy Jago (c/o Sumac Centre, address as below) 
Membership Officer: Nigel Lee, 0115 9788059; Jeremy Jago 
Newsletter Editor: Roger Steele, 07474 257029 
Website Editor: Nigel Lee, 0115 9788059; Greg Hewitt 
 
Campaigns: 
Bee Cause: Greg Hewitt 
Nottm ProWA: Roger Steele, 07474 257029 
Shalegas: Nigel Lee, 0115 9788059 
Waste & Resources: Nigel Lee, 0115 9788059 
 
For general information, please visit our website (see below), or write with an SAE to 
Nottingham Friends of the Earth, c/o Sumac Centre, 245 Gladstone Street, Nottingham 
NG7 6HX.   
 
For information about joining the group, please mark the envelope “Membership”.   
 
For latest campaign news and contact details, visit  
http://www.foe.co.uk/groups/nottingham 
 
National Friends of the Earth has moved.  The new address is The Printworks, 131-143 
Clapham Road, London SW9 0HP (020 7490 1555), or email info@foe.co.uk. 
See national website www.foe.co.uk for easy online actions. 
 
We meet on the last Tuesday of the month (except August and December) at the 
Friends Meeting House, Clarendon St, Nottingham NG1 4EZ, between 7.30pm and 
9.30pm.  Please come and join us.  You would be very welcome.   
 
Printed on recycled paper. 
 
 If you would like to receive future editions of this newsletter electronically to save paper, 
please let us know your email address.  You can contact us by email via our website 
(see above), or alternatively nottinghamfoe@hotmail.com.  Please note that the file size 
can be over 1.2MB. 


